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In Taiwan, Lamenting a Lost Lead

By KEITH BRADSHER MAY 12,2013

TAIPEL Taiwan — Jonney Shih, the
chairman of Asustek Computer, has
epitomized the Taiwanese electronics
engincer for a generation: a slender
figure in rumpled, baggy trousers, he
omnce helped Intel solve heal problems in
its Penlium 4 microprocessors.

So it has been a surprise over the last
several years to see Mr. Shih, now &0,
reinvent himselt with snug-cut Italian
suits, innovative designs for tablet and
notchook  computers  and  scathing
criticisms of Taiwan’ s test-obsessed,
engineering-oriented educational syslem.

“Tdon’ 1 think the Taiwanese got very
good training to drive the mentality of
innovation,”  he said during an
interview at Asus’ s headquarters here
on the outskirts of Taipel. (Mr. Shih
also demonstrated his flexibility in the
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Worldwide sales of PCs, for which
Taitwanese companies control over 90
percent  of the final  design  and
manufacturing, arc declining steadily.
Sales  of  smartphones,  for  which
Taiwanese companies control less than
a [ilth ol the market, are rising briskly.
Tahlets based on the Android operating
system, which most  Taiwanese
companies, with the exception of Asus,
have been slow to embrace, are also on
the same upward trajectory.

“Outside of Asus, all the others are
slruggling,”  said Helen Chiang, a
Taiwan electronics specialist al the [DC
research firm.

TFoxconn and Acer have each reported
that sales in the first quarter dropped 19
percent from a vear ago. HTC' s sales
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Time Spent With the Internet, by Device, in the US

total minutes (mm} per month

February 2013 - January 2014
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Source: http://searchenginewatch.com/article/2353616/Mobile-Now-Exceeds-PC-The-Biggest-Shift-
Since-the-Internet-Began
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